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The alumni times is a quarterly publication 
that is distributed by the Alumni Association 
of Clarkson College at 101 south 42 street, 
Omaha, neb. 68131. For story or photo 
submissions, please contact Rita VanFleet, 
Alumni Coordinator, at 402.552.3516 or via 
e-mail at vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu.

Clarkson College again experienced a 
record enrollment for the fall 2010 semester. 
The total number of students registered    
for classes has rapidly approached the 
1000 mark with an enrollment of 987. 
This number represents a five percent 
increase over the record enrollment for fall 
2009. The increases are being seen across 
almost all of the programs with program 
enrollments as follows:

 master of science in nursing (msn) 204

 master of science in Business 40

 Bachelor of science 
 in nursing (Bsn) 471

 radiologic technology (rt) 
 & medical imaging (mi) 80

 Health Care Business & Health
 information management (Him) 69

 Physical therapist assistant (Pta) 67

 Practical nursing (Pn) 39

 non-Degree 17

 total number of enrolled students 987

Board Pass rates
The pass rates for licensing examinations 
for Clarkson College graduates continue 
to exceed local and national averages. 
The Radiologic Technology (RT), Practical 
nursing (Pn) and Health Information 
Management (HIM) programs have obtained 
100 percent pass rates for three consecutive 
years. The following are program pass 
rates as they compare to local and national 
averages.

 Clarkson
 College local national

Bsn 90% 82% 89%

rt 100% n/A 87%

Him 100% n/A 84%

Pta 94% n/A 83%

Pn 100% 85% 86% 

College Continues to Set Precedence
Clarkson	College	enrollment	up	&	board	pass	rates	above	average
By Tony damewood, Vice President of Operations
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college spotlightpresident’s message

Happy New Year! I 
hope everyone had 
a safe and happy 
holiday season and 
is looking forward to 
another great year. 

As we kick off 
2011, the Alumni 
Association Board has 
decided to offer some 

new and exciting events. Some of the events 
planned for the upcoming months include a 
bowling tournament, an afternoon of table 
trivia to help support alumni scholarships, 
a continuing education event on the topic 
of health care ethics and a riverboat cruise.    
We invite you to take part in any and all of 
our new activities this year. There will be 
more information to come as we get closer 
to the event dates. 

We continue to pursue the goals the Board 
established during the summer. As a Board, 
we strive to increase our membership on 
a yearly basis. We offered four different 
alumni events during the fall months and 
supported a Professionalism Workshop for 

current students. We continue to publish 
newsletters to increase communication 
about alumni events, the benefits of 
membership and highlight alumni 
happenings. The Alumni Association Board 
enjoys the position as a liaison between the 
College and alumni and looks forward to 
continuing to support current students and 
alumni of Clarkson College. Please let us 
know if you have any additional ideas for the 
Board or how we can better serve you.

On behalf of the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors, we look forward to the 2011 
year and the exciting events planned for 
alumni. We hope to see you at the next 
event. Until then, don’t hesitate to contact 
me with any questions. 

Sincerely,

Jena Dickinson, B.S. (’08)
Alumni Association President
PH 402 552 3632                                         
dickinsonjena@clarksoncollege.edu

Fun Events Planned for 2011 Call for 
Memory Book 
Submissions
Honored anniversary classes’ 
information needed

TrAvel ABrOAD:
WHere DO YOU WANT TO gO?

Clarkson College will soon decide the 
destination of the next Academic Travel 
Abroad trip, and we need your help. Out 
of the following choices, please pick your 
top two and send them to Pat Brennan 
at brennan@clarksoncollege.edu by Jan. 
21. A decision will be made by the end of 
January. Watch for more information in the 
next newsletter.

› France  

› germany

Merci beaucoup, danke schon, mille gracie  
and muchas gracias!

› Italy

› Spain

The Alumni Association is looking for 
table leaders to help with a unique 
fundraising opportunity. 

On Saturday, June 4, the Alumni Association 
will be hosting a luncheon from noon until 2 
p.m. in Howard Hall on the Clarkson College 
campus. Tables will seat eight people and 
will sell for $80 a table ($10 per person). Table 
leaders are needed to purchase a the table 
(you can sell your seats), create a theme 
for the table, decorate the table according 
to the theme and provide a side dish and 
dessert for their table. They can do this on 
their own or share the fun with their guests. 

Six rounds of trivia will be played during the 
luncheon, and prizes will be given for the 
best decorated table and for the overall 
trivia table winner. 

The Alumni Association will provide sloppy 
joes, tea and water, as well as silverware and 
plates. There are 12 tables for sale for this 
event. Join in the fun by signing up as a table 
leader and selecting who you would like as 
your guests. Please contact rita vanFleet at 
vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu or phone 
402.552.3516 to reserve your table and 
register your theme.

Fundraiser Event: Decorated Table 
Trivia Luncheon
Unique opportunity challenges participants’ creativity  

every year at the Alumni Brunch, which     
will be held on Thursday, Sept. 15, 
anniversary classes are honored. This 
September, the classes of 1951, 1971, 1981, 
1986, 1991 and 2001 will be honored for 
their respective anniversaries. Memory 
books are made for people attending from 
each of these classes. 

To make the books interesting, graduates 
from each of those classes are asked to 
provide information about themselves 
(information can be career, family, travel, 
education, special events, etc.).  Pictures are 
welcomed, as well. 

If you have graduated from one of 
these classes, please feel free to send 
your information to rita vanFleet, 
Alumni Coordinator, at vanfleetrita@
clarksoncollege.edu or by mail to Alumni 
Coordinator, Clarkson College, 101 South 
42 Street, Omaha, Neb. 68131. Your 
information is what helps to make the 
memory booklets interesting.    

Once again, the Alumni Membership Survey 
showed that continuing education events 
led the topics of most interest to alumni, 
with 80 percent of survey respondents 
indicating it was their first or second choice. 
Therefore, we are continuing to provide 
these for the alumni. The next continuing 
education event will be “Health Care ethics” 
and will be held on Friday, Sept. 16 on the 
College campus in Howard Hall from 7:30 
a.m. until noon. Further information will be 
forthcoming in the next newsletter.  

The next topic of most interest was Alumni 
Day and weekend activities. This year we will 
be having the events on Thursday, Sept. 15 
and Friday, Sept. 16. They will include the 
annual Alumni Brunch on Thursday, along 
with the annual meeting and convocation. 
Friday we will host the continuing education 
event and also a fun river boat cruise on the 
river City Star. The theme for that evening 
event will be “Pirates of the Muddy Mo.” 
It will feature entertainment, a dinner and 
cruise on our great Missouri river. There are 
no Saturday events planned this year since 
the Nebraska Cornhuskers will be playing 
Washington at home on Saturday. Further 
information will be in upcoming newsletters.

The third ranked topic of interest was alumni 
benefits. Currently, we provide discounted 
continuing education events for paid 
members. They have unlimited use of the 
library and its resources, as well as access 
to the Success Center. John Hancock offers 
discounted long-term disability insurance 
and other services for paid members. We 
write and distribute a quarterly newsletter 
and plan social events. Networking is 
available, and alumni can locate “lost” 
alumni through the Alumni office. 

Fifty-one percent replied that the best way 
to notify them of upcoming events was via 
the newsletter, and 43 percent said they 
preferred to be notified via e-mail.

Sincere thanks is extended to all who 
filled out the survey on the back of the 
membership form. We had an 89 percent 
return rate for the 2010 survey.

2010 Alumni 
Membership 
Survey Results

The Health Care Business (HCB) department 
is very excited about the progress of the 
programs and the quality of students who are 
graduating from Clarkson College. The HCB 
department currently offers an Associate’s 
degree in Health Information Management 
(HIM), Bachelor’s degree in HIM, Bachelor’s 
degree in Health Care Business Management 
and a Master’s degree in Health Care 
Administration. 

We have seen an increase in enrollment at 
the College in the last few years, but we have 
especially seen an increase in enrollment in 
our HCB programs. The graduate program 
has grown 18 percent since the 2009-2010 
academic year, and our undergraduate 
programs have increased enrollment by 
12 percent. In addition to the increased 
enrollment, the HCB department is proud to 
announce the graduates of the HIM programs 
who have taken the national certification 
exam (rHIT/rHIA) have a first-time pass rate 
of 100 percent.   

The HCB programs are offered completely 
online and allow a great deal of flexibility with 
the option of attending on a part-time or full-
time basis. The Master’s degree is especially 
unique, as the courses are only six weeks in 
length. This allows the students to focus on 
one course at a time and still complete two 
courses within a semester. The undergraduate 
programs follow the more traditional course 
schedule, and the students really enjoy the 
flexibility of online education.  

Program Faculty Members
The HCB department would not be a success 
without the dedication of its faculty. The HCB 
department currently has three full-time and 
two part-time faculty. 

Pam Schwalb is the Assistant Program 
Director for the HCB department and is also 
an Assistant Professor. She teaches heavily in 
the Master’s program, teaching subjects such 
as communication, finance, economics and 
organizational behavior.

Program Update: Health Care 
Business
By Carla Dirkschneider, Director of Health Care Business & Health Information Management

continued on page 5

clockwise from left, gretchen jopp; pam schwalb; jean delfs, administrative 
assistant; carla dirkschneider; siti arshad-snyder & jerry brown from the 
clarkson college health care business program.
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Siti Arshad-Snyder is a full-time Assistant 
Professor teaching primarily in the Bachelor 
of Science in Health Care Business 
Management program. Her area of expertise 
is in accounting and information systems.

gretchen Jopp is a full-time Instructor 
teaching in both HIM programs. She teaches 
pharmacology, electronic health records, 
coding and coordinates the professional 
practice experiences for the HIM students.

Jerry Brown is a part-time Instructor who 
teaches the Information Technology courses 
as well as the algebra courses. He also 
teaches Microsoft Office Training through 
the Professional Development department. 

Jennifer Hurley is a part-time Instructor who 
teaches our science courses. She teaches 
anatomy and physiology as well as Disease 
Process I and II.  

The HCB department relies heavily on 
adjunct faculty to teach courses in their 

respective areas of expertise. We currently 
have 15 adjunct faculty teaching in the 
graduate and undergraduate programs. 
These faculty members are rooted deep in 
the community, with backgrounds such as 
the former President of Clarkson College, a 
Director of Human resources, former vice-
President of Nursing Services, an attorney 
and a financial consultant.

Having adjunct faculty teaching in the HCB 
programs allows the College to stay current 
with trends in the industry and allows the 
HCB department to update curriculum as the 
health care industry changes. Some of the 
changes that have been incorporated — but 
not limited to — are the health care reform, 
conversion to electronic health records 
and the transition to ICD-10-CM/PCS. As 
the health care industry evolves, the HCB 
department is confident that the graduates 
from the HCB programs will be prepared to 
undertake anything that comes their way.

From page 3
Program Update: Health Care 
Business 

Interesting facts from “Learning to Care; 
A Century of Nursing Education Bishop 
Clarkson College 1888-1988,” written by 
Wendell W. Oderkirk.

In the early years of the association, Oderkirk 
writes, “The Alumnae Association also 
functioned as an organizational arm of the 
Nebraska State Nurses’ Association (NSNA) 
and the American Nurses’ Association 
(ANA); an alumna’s Clarkson College dues 
included her NSNA and ANA dues, ensuring 
that Clarkson College Alumnae Association 
members were also members of their state 
and national professional organizations. By 
1921, dues of $5 per year included $3 for 
membership in the district, state and national 
nursing associations. 

Furthermore, failure to be an Alumnae 
Association member meant that one could 
not register for work with the Omaha branch 
of the NSNA-run nurses’ registry. Clarkson 
College graduates who failed to join the 
Alumnae Association also lost an opportunity 
to use the registry’s “club house” at 3718 
Farnam Street for meetings and parties.”

From 1890 through the class of 1911, there 
were never more than seven graduates, and 
only two in the first graduating class of 1890. 
In 1912, there were 15 graduates. The number 
dropped back to four in 1923 and then 
rose again. That number has significantly 
increased over the most recent years with 
there being 286 graduates in the classes       
of 2010.

Did You Know: Alumni Association 
A historical look at the Alumni Association of Clarkson College

from left, brothers luke & caleb poore. sara kenne 
during her august 2009 pinning ceremony. shane kenne 
in the pta lab on campus.

The Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) 
program at Clarkson College has become 
a family tradition for two Nebraska families. 
Sara and Shane Kenne are siblings from 
Papillion, Neb. Sara Kenne, PTA, graduated 
from the Clarkson College PTA program in 
August 2009. Sara’s experience persuaded her 
brother, Shane, to apply at Clarkson College. 
Now he is enrolled as a freshman in the PTA 
program. 

A similar story can be told of luke and Caleb 
Poore, two brothers from Cozad, Neb. 
luke graduated in December 2010 with an 
Associate of Science in Physical Therapist 
Assistant degree. Caleb just completed 
his third semester as a PTA student and is 
expected to graduate in December 2011. For 
both pairs of siblings, passion for physical 
therapy has become a Clarkson College family 
tradition.

Why do you want to be a PTA? 
Shane Kenne  I want to be a physical therapist 
assistant because I have gone through 
physical therapy a few times, and I really loved 
it. I want to help people just like I was helped.

Caleb Poore  It has always been my dream 
to help people in some way and with physical 
therapy. The human body interests me, and it 
always has. I’m doing something that I want to 
do in life, not because I have to.

What inspires you? 
Shane Kenne  I am motivated to have a good 
life to where I will be able to support my 
family. I always do my best in everything to 
make sure I will be able to do that.

Caleb Poore  My inspiration would most 
definitely be my dad. He is where I get every 
ounce of my work ethic. When we were 
growing up, he did whatever he could to 
provide for his family. If that meant leaving on 
Christmas morning to shovel sidewalks while 
we opened presents, so be it. That mentality 
carried over into my life, and that is what 
motivates me when I feel tired, bored or just 
not excited to do something.

What is your Clarkson College family 
connection? 
Shane Kenne  My sister, Sara, has known for a 
long time that I wanted to do something in the 
field of exercise science or PT. Once I started 
to really think of Clarkson College as a choice, 
she encouraged me even more to apply. She 
kept telling me how much she loved all of the 
teachers and people in her class. Sara, as well 
as my parents, kept pushing me to go. I got 
the call saying I was accepted, and she was 
one of the first people I texted to let her know 
I had been accepted. 

Caleb Poore  My brother luke has been a 
true influence throughout my life. When he 
let me know he was going to attend Clarkson 

College, I was eager to know what it was 
going to be like. Once he educated me 
about the outstanding faculty and the PTA 
profession, I knew it was inevitable that I would 
be attending. Since I have been attending 
Clarkson College, I have never been more sure 
about what I’m doing and what I plan to do.

What are you doing now?
Sara Kenne  I am currently working in a sub 
acute short-term care facility/nursing home 
in Sheboygan, Wis. I work with a wide variety 
of patient diagnoses at my facility and am 
enjoying interacting with the patients and 
working side by side with the other disciplines.

Luke Poore  I received my diploma from 
Clarkson College on Dec. 11, 2010. At the end 
of December, I completed my board exams 
to get my licensure as a PTA. I have been 
employed at a skilled nursing facility, Crete 
Manor in Crete, Neb., and I began the first day 
of my new career Jan. 3.

A Clarkson College Family Tradition
PTA program highlights its unique family ritual
By Natalie Dowty, Associate Professor

What is the best thing about being 
a Clarkson College graduate/clinical 
education student?
Sara Kenne  Clarkson College has done 
a really nice job in preparing the students 
for their future jobs. Having the hands-on 
labs, clinical rotations and the dedicated 
professors really helped me thrive when I 
started my job. 

Luke Poore  The best thing about being a 
clinical student at Clarkson College was the 
sense of pride you have being from such a 
prestigious institution. 

What is the best thing about being a PTA?
Sara Kenne  The best thing about being a 
PTA is seeing your patients recover. Seeing 
my patients leave the facility to go home after 
the long weeks or months we have put in of 
therapy is so rewarding. There are also times 
where former patients come in to visit after 
they have been home; who still thank you for 
all the hard work you did with them in their 
recovery. I wouldn’t change my job for the 
world. getting to interact with people and 
help them through their illness/recovery is 
why I love my job. I love seeing the end result.

Luke Poore  The best thing about being a 
PTA is getting the chance to help others who 
are in need. It’s such a great feeling to help 
those with impairments reach their goals and 
be discharged with a positive experience.

“The best thing about 
being a clinical student 
was the sense of pride 

you have being from such 
a prestigious institution.”

Luke Poore, Pta



6 January/February 2011 Alumni Times 7

Karee grybko 
Jensen

Mary Willams leach

Junko litchfield

Kenneth McKinney

Pamela rudd 
Shepard

class of ’00

class of ’90

Help Needed in Updating 
Alumni Records
The job of keeping an accurate and up-to-date list of contact 
information for all graduates of the College is an ongoing project. 
We need your assistance in locating the most recent addresses 
for the following graduates. If you know where any of the following 
graduates can be located, please relay the information to rita 
vanFleet at 402.552.3516, vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu or mail 
Alumni Coordinator, Clarkson College, 101 South 42 Street, Omaha, 
Neb. 68131. Any assistance you can provide is greatly appreciated.

Kimberly Barger

Yvonne Pickard 
Broughton

Joyce Alexander 
Coleman

Sara Hansen

Kevin Harm

Brandie Johnson

Michelle Heller Jones

Stacey Willoughby 
Jordan

Jamie lamb

lisa lukasiewicz

Patricia Porter

lisa richardson

Carla Spikowski

Koralie Tridle

Melissa voelker

Jennifer Wewel

Jennifer Umbarger 
Witkowsky

Scrapbook Day: Feb. 26
Grab a friend & reserve your seats 

Archivers in village Pointe Shopping Center in Omaha will host 
another Scrapbook Day on Feb. 26 from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Clarkson 
College alumni and their guests are invited to join in the fun and 
spend the day creating scrapbook pages or cards. Scrapbooking 
tools (decorative scissors, punches, etc.) will be available for use, 
and Archivers has a wide selection of papers, stickers and 
embellishments that can be purchased. Archivers also supplies the 
work tables and tools necessary for scrapbooking and card making. 
Novice to experienced are all invited to attend. Cost for the workday, 
including breakfast, lunch and snacks, is $20 per person. To reserve 
your spot, contact rita vanFleet at vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu 
or 402.552.3516. reservations will be taken on a first come, first 
serve basis.

Clarkson College recently launched a “Tribute to Health Care” video, 
which was created to give tribute to the field of health care—those 
in it, those pursuing it and those who have experienced it. Within its 
short time of existence, it has touched lives globally. 

“Our intent with the tribute video was to restore confidence in our 
health care system and the professionals who chose to pursue the 
field,” said Dr. louis Burgher, President of Clarkson College. “We are 
optimistic the video will reach a large population not only in the state 
of Nebraska but also nationwide and beyond.” 

Clarkson College launched the video in fall 2010 to its instructors, 
staff and students. Instantly, viewers began leaving comments and 
personal tributes on the website where the video is housed.

“This is simply our way of saying thank you to those who have the 
capacity to push aside the imperfections that exist around health 
care and focus on one thing: their patients,” Burgher said.

The “Tribute to Health Care” video can be viewed at 
PreparetoBetheBest.com. Clarkson College welcomes viewers 
to forward the video to those who deserve to be thanked for 
their contributions to the field, as well as to individuals who have 
experienced life-changing health care.

What people are saying
Many comments and tributes have been submitted, each of which    
is moving in its own way. Here are just a few examples of how viewers 
have been inspired by the video:

“This clip makes me proud that I am affiliated with Clarkson College. 
It has a great message and makes me realize why I am currently 
working on getting my rN license. I want to meet and enhance all    
of the qualities this clip talks about and what it takes to be a health 
care professional.”

“This is just marvelous, and I will see it again and again whenever   
the path seems to get challenging.”

Tribute to Health Care 
Video is Striking Chords 

to view & share the video, visit preparetobethebest.com.

As a 17-year-old CNA, Amanda reeg enjoyed 
her job working with people. “There was one 
lady I enjoyed helping who was, well, crabby 
but sweet.” One day after helping the resident 
to her room, the resident thanked Amanda for 
always being kind and helping her when she 
needed assistance. “That was the day I knew I 
wanted to pursue a career in health care.”  

After high school, Amanda began her college 
career at a large university but quickly 
determined it was not the right fit for her. 
Upon arriving at Clarkson College, Amanda 
quickly found her place. The smaller campus 
community was a perfect fit for her. She 
became fast friends with the other students in 
her class and began to build relationships with 
her instructors and the staff of the College. 
She knows the Clarkson College community 
wants to help her succeed and is supportive of 
her efforts in and out of the classroom. “I was 
not successful at the first college I attended, 
but, at Clarkson College, I am successful.”  

Through her studies, Amanda has learned 
a lot about nursing and caring for others. In 
March 2010, however, Amanda experienced 
health care from a different view. She received 
a call from her mother in Fremont, Neb. saying 
her sister, Marcie, 25, was being flown to the 
hospital in Omaha. At that point, Amanda 
nor her mother knew much of the details 
of what happened. When Amanda and her 
mother made it to the hospital, they were told 
Marcie called 911 for herself and suffered a 
heart attack. The health care staff shared the 
situation and the details of Marcie’s condition. 

Shortly after arriving at the hospital, Amanda 
said her goodbyes to her sister.

Through the loss of her sister, Amanda has 
learned a lot. Two weeks after her sister’s 
death, she saw her doctor for a check-up. 
“I know more about my health now. I work 
out more, try to eat healthier, and I share 
the information I have learned about cardiac 
disease with my friends, my family and the 
patients I work with.” Amanda says this is her 
way of bringing awareness to others about 
their health. This is also Marcie reeg’s chance 
to share with others. Prior to that day in March, 
Marcie showed some of the signs of heart 
disease but was unaware of the connection. 
“I see this as my sister’s chance to warn others 
and possibly prevent this from happening to 
someone else.”

On Nov. 4, Amanda had the opportunity to 
share her sister’s story with an even larger 
audience.  At the American Heart Association 
go red for Women expo in Omaha, Amanda 
shared with an audience of more than 500 
people that one in three women will die 
from a cardiac related illness. At the event, 
Amanda encouraged attendees to be aware 
of their heart health and active in their health 
care. “Marcie would have loved it. She cared 
so much for others, and this is her way of 
continuing to care—allowing us to share 
her story.”

As a future nurse, Amanda remembers how 
health care professionals took care of her 
family that day. “They were honest. They 

treated us well, but they also showed empathy 
and compassion for our situation.” As a future 
health care provider, Amanda wants to care 
for families the way she was cared for that 
day. She wants to continue working with the 
American Heart Association and advocating 
for heart health. Amanda shares, “It’s 
important to be aware. learn about the signs 
and symptoms of heart attacks and strokes—
they are different for men and women. If you 
don’t feel well, see your health care provider 
and get checked out.”

Amanda is a senior this year and will begin 
her preceptorship with The Nebraska 
Medical Center in the spring. “I look forward 
to helping people and caring for others.” 
Through education and personal experiences, 
Amanda looks forward to providing caring and 
compassionate health care.

Stories of Service: A Student’s Call to Action
Nursing student sees the loss of her sister as a way to educate others

college spotlight

“I see this as my 
sister’s chance 
to warn others 

and possibly 
prevent this from 

happening to 
someone else.”

amanda reeg

at left, sisters amanda 
& marcie reeg. amanda 
at the american heart 
association’s “go red 
for women eXpo” held 
nov. 4 in omaha.
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Achieving financial security. living life 
the way you want to live. That’s what 
independence is all about. But achieving 
independence requires sound financial 
planning, including taking into account 
how the future need for long-term care can 
impact your assets, your quality of life and 
your family’s well-being.

As trusted financial professionals located 
in the local community, we can serve as 
a valuable resource for long-term care 
planning, providing answers to questions 
you might have and affordable coverage 
options tailored to your needs. 

What is your plan for long-term care?
long-term care (lTC) insurance can play 
an important role in the overall financial 
planning process, providing a variety of 
important benefits:

› It can be one of the most viable means 
for covering the costs associated with 
long-term care and helping you protect 
your retirement assets.

› It can help to reduce the burden of 
care that often falls on other family 
members.

› It may enable you to control where 
you receive care, including in nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, adult 
day care centers and home settings—
where many people prefer to stay. 

› It may be less expensive than you might 
think. The cost of coverage is based on 
your age and health when you apply. So 
the younger and healthier you are when 
you apply, the lower your premiums. 

By thinking ahead about how you would 
want to manage your future long-term 
care needs —and putting a proper plan 
in place today—you can feel confident 
that you’ve taken the necessary steps to 
secure your future.

Alumni Association Member Benefits
As a member of Clarkson College Alumni 
Association, you and your eligible family 
members now have access to long term 
care insurance at a discounted rate.  

Contact
For your free planning guides or more 
information on this benefit contact:

John Schraut, CLTC
PH 402 850 5216 
jschraut@jhnetwork.com

Nathan Larsen, CLTC
PH 402 758 1313 ext: 13
nlarsen@jhnetwork.com

clinical setting. It is a very rewarding job 
helping our future nurses learn about the 
health care profession.” 

Rachel Thompson (’04)
from Omaha, Neb. is married to Clark 
Thompson. rachel teaches Health 
Assessment in the BSN program at 
Clarkson College.

Clark Thompson (’06) 
from Omaha, Neb. is married to rachel 
Thompson. They have two children, Carlie 
who is two-and-a-half and Kenzie who 
is one-and-a-half. Clark is currently enrolled 
in the Nurse Anesthesia program at 
Clarkson College.

April McDonald Hilleman (’08)
from Marquette, Mich. writes, “After 
graduation, I worked at Bergan Mercy Medical 
Center in the ICU for six months before 
moving to Marquette, Mich. Currently, I work 
at Marquette general Hospital, which is the 
level II trauma center for this area. I work as a 
registered nurse in the ICU and CCU. I love it! 
Also, I was married on July 23, 2010 in Omaha. 
In a few years, I’m planning on applying to the 
new Nurse Anesthesia program at Clarkson 
College! Congrats to the College on this new 
program accreditation!”

Alicia Hoffman (’08)
from Omaha, Neb. writes, “I am currently 
working at Omaha Internal Medicine as the 
lead rT. I have been married to my husband 
since 2007 and on Jan. 26, 2010, I had our little 
boy, Dylan.  right now, I am working full-time 
and being a mommy. Quite a full plate, but I 
love it.”

Class of 1944
Norma Zimmerman Sprague of Fort edward, 
N.Y. died on May 12, 2010 of Parkinson’s 
disease. 

Class of 1970
Sandy Daugherty Ohlrich passed away on 
Aug. 26, 2010 after a long, courageous battle 
with cancer. She worked as a registered nurse 
for 39 years—the last 21 years for Tabitha 
Health Care Services.

eveNTS:

Saturday, Jan. 22 – Alumni Bowling 
Tournament. To find out more, see the 
back page of this issue.

Saturday, Feb. 26 – Scrapbook Day. 
Alumni and guests are invited to 
Archivers in Village Pointe in Omaha 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for a day of 
scrapbooking. To find out more or to 
register for the event, see page 7.

Saturday, June 4 – Decorated Table 
Trivia Luncheon from noon to 2 p.m. 
Look for event details on page 2.

Thursday, Sept. 15 – Alumni Brunch 
at 10 a.m. and annual alumni meeting 
from noon to 1 p.m. Both events to 
be held on campus in Howard Hall. 
Convocation at Trinity Cathedral at 
2:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 16 – Continuing 
education event “Health Care Ethics” 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon in Howard 
Hall. “Pirates of the Muddy Mo” cruise 
on the River City Star riverboat from 7 
to 10 p.m.

Look for September’s annual alumni 
event details in upcoming issues.

class notes

Class notes are published in the January/
February and July/August editions of the 
Alumni Times. We are always happy to hear 
from alumni and want to share the information 
with others. If you have a story or information 
that you would like to share in this section, 
please let us know. Information can pertain 
to achievements, awards, marriages, births, 
deaths, travel and other significant news.

When sending information, please include 
maiden name, if applicable, program and 
year(s) of graduation. e-mail your information 
to vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu, call 
402.552.3516 or write to Alumni Coordinator, 
Clarkson College, 101 South 42 Street, 
Omaha, Neb. 68131.

Linda Plettner (’64) 
from Omaha, Neb. writes, “In May, Dr. 
Marti, Minnie Walsh, rN, and I attended the 
graduation ceremony of Todd Meyer. When 
he was four years old, more than 48 percent of 
his body was severely burned. The three of us 
were part of the surgery team that cared for 
him through his 22 grueling surgeries. He is a 
handsome young man, and it was a very proud 
moment for all of us.”

Karen Tepley Sander (’66) 
from Carrollton, Texas writes, “I am 
happily married, and we have one married 
daughter and two beautiful and healthy 
granddaughters, ella and Alicia. I’ve worked 
for 25 years at Baylor Hospital in Dallas and 
have been associated with the liver and solid 
organ transplant programs. I was a pre-liver 
coordinator until September 2009 when I was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. Chemotherapy 
and surgeries kept me occupied. I have 
returned in a PrN position to assist within my 
former department a few days. We love to 
travel and will be in Italy this year.”

Ruth Briggs Siefert (’66) 
from lead Hill, Ark. writes, “I retired from gA 
Army National guard in 2003 and retired from 
Public Health/Outpatient Clinic sites in 2005. 
I moved to northwest Arkansas in 2005 and 
live on lake Bull Shoals with my husband, 
Dick. My two daughters were born and raised 
in georgia. One is a nurse in Denver, and the 
other teaches college biology in georgia.         

I have one grandchild. Dick, myself and rita 
Miller rorrhsen (’66) went to Israel earlier this 
year. It was a wonderful trip. I have completed 
the master gardener course since retiring 
and do some quilting and volunteering to 
keep busy. I enjoy hearing about our nursing 
classmates and hope more from the class of 
’66 will write notes.”

Ronda Bradman Simpson (’67) 
from Kansas (winter) and Minnesota (summer) 
is now fully retired. She has eight grandsons—
no girls. She loves to garden, mostly flowers. 
She loves reading, sports, grandchildren, 
travel and friends. She dabbles at sewing 
and some antique collecting. She and her 
husband, Jim, are enjoying their retirement 
together. 

Nikie Hooker Herrera (’70) 
from Omaha, Neb. writes, “For the last 15 
years I have been the Head and Neck Nurse 
Coordinator at Methodist Cancer Center.         
I have really enjoyed my nursing career, and I 
have four grandchildren.”

Julie Winquest Sand (’70)
writes, “I’ve lived in lincoln, Neb. since 1982. 
My husband roger is a physical therapist 
practicing at three outpatient clinics. We have 
four grown children—three in Nebraska and 
one in Denver. We have five grandchildren.       
I have worked in the hospital, home health  
and school nursing. I have retired from nursing 
and enjoy being a grandmother.”

Carol Weber Smith (’70) 
from ellicott City, Md. writes, “I have been 
married for 35 years. I have two grown 
children. My daughter, 23, was married in 
December 2010. I have a 30-year-old son who 
has three daughters (ages 4, 2 and newborn). 
I have worked continuously—mostly part-
time—for 40 years. I’ve done med-surg, 
recovery room and Air Force nursing. 
However, the majority—35 years—have 
been in the operating room. Five years ago, 
I started working for a community college as 
an adjunct faculty clinical instructor for the 
“Fundamentals of Nursing.” I love to read and 
exercise. I love to travel in the U.S., including 
Hawaii, but also have seen europe and 
Korea. I received my rN to BSN online from 

Clarkson College in 2005. I am thankful for 
the education I received at Clarkson College. 
It has afforded me many opportunities and 
open doors.”

Karen Pappas White (’70) 
from Indianapolis, Ind. writes, “I have been 
living in Indianapolis since 1980 after living 
in Boston, Chicago, New York and New 
Hampshire since graduating in 1970. I am 
married and have one son, Michael, two 
step-daughters, lori and lisa, and a total of 11 
grandchildren as part of my blended family. 
I am a rN case manager for the largest 
hospital system in Indiana. Almost two years 
ago, my husband and I bought our first 
motorcycle, a Harley Davidson. We love it!”

Cindy Johnson Arbaugh (’78, ’09)  
from gretna, Neb. writes, “I’ve spent the last 
five years designing, building and opening 
a new community hospital in Bellevue, Neb.  
I was the project administrator for the first 
four years and now hold the position of Chief 
Operating Officer.”

Colleen Janak Nielsen (’89) 
from Walton, Neb. writes, “I received a 
vA scholarship my senior year at Clarkson 
College. I have worked at the lincoln vA 
since. I received my 20 year pin August 2009. 
I was recently asked to speak at our national 
Community Health Nurse Coordinator 
Conference in Chicago. I have been the 
Community Health Nurse Coordinator 
for the past 15 years at the vA. I’m married 
and have two sons, ages 9 and 11. The kids 
enjoy all sports, piano, band and 4-H. We all 
enjoy traveling, and I’d like to find more time 
to scrapbook.”

Sue Leutzinger (’89, ’09) 
from Omaha, Neb. writes, “I have been 
married for 20 years and have three children:  
two sons and one daughter, ages 17, 14 and 9. 
I also have a pretty, white german shepherd. 
We all love to go camping, fishing and 
swimming in our rv. I have been teaching at 
Clarkson College for almost six years now, 
and I absolutely love it. This is my calling. 
After working 15 years on the floor in the 
hospital, I have learned a lot and seen a lot. 
I teach the students in the classroom and 

1960s
1970s

1980s

2000s

in memorium
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recent graduates

Five groups—a grand total of fourteen daring 
students—took center stage Wednesday, 
Nov. 10 in Howard Hall to compete in this 
year’s “Choose Your Own Theme” lip Sync 
Contest. The groups were battling the same 
fight, all with the intention to win a first, 
second or third place cash prize of $500, $300 
or $100. 

Music ranging from the latest lady gaga hit all 
the way back to the classic “grease lightning” 
shook the room and pumped up the crowd. 
All of the groups dressed up in costume and 
showed off their imaginative choreography 
while lip syncing to their songs of choice. 

Third place was awarded to the group “The 
girls of Hanson,” made up of students Alyssa 

Tuel, Marcy Heim and Jennee Smith. Second 
place went to “KMAK,” which included 
Katie Hubenka and Makayla Havranek. The 
first place, $500 cash prize was awarded to 
students Kristin Feerhusen, Chelsie Palmer 
and Jill Hindmarsh of “No Boys Allowed.” 

After an emotional celebration, the time came 
to announce the 2010-11 Mr. and Ms. Clarkson 
College. The nominees were initially chosen 
through a student body vote. The evening of 
the crowning, guests were given ballots to 
vote between the eight finalists. The crowns 
went to Nursing students Andrew Mattes and 
Mandy riedell. Other candidates were Nathan 
Brown, Caleb Poore, Derek Brester, Kristin 
Feerhusen, lori Haney and Whitney ruffcorn.

Lip Sync Contest & Mr. & Ms. 
Clarkson College Crowning
Annual student activities event winds down fall 2010 semester

December 2010 Clarkson College Graduates
Academic Excellence Awards
Presented to the graduate in 
each program with the highest 
grade point average.

diane marie countryman
Associate of Science in Physical 
Therapist Assistant

jackie nicole whipple
Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Health 
Information Management

carla m. kastl
Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Management

nicholas thomas denich
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

kelsey marie roth
Bachelor of Science in Medical 
Imaging

jennifer r. anderson
Master of Science in Health Care 
Administration

jennifer michelle nelson
Master of Science in Nursing

Maltese Cross Medal
veronica Castro Cardenas 
Jennifer Marie Silkett

Maltese Cross Certificate
Christie lee Smith Bower
Michelle Maile McCaslin
Alesa Jeanne Paulsen 
Stacey Anne Shinaut

Associate of Science in Physical 
Therapist Assistant 
Taryn rachelle Arterburn
Brooke elizabeth Conroy
Diane Marie Countryman ****
Billie J. gabriel *
Amanda Kuehl ****
Brett Thomas Owens
Abby Nicole Pingel
luke David Poore
Carolyn Marie Schaefer
Jacquelyn Mae Sedlacek ***
Stacey Sloan *
Kendra lou Stevens

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Health 
Information Management
Jackie Nicole Whipple **

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Management 
Joann Marie Baumert
Carla M. Kastl *

Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Jessica Claire Ahern
Traci lynn Anderson
Olunike A. Banwo
erin Marie Bennett
Whitney lynn Bernecker
Megan Christine Blum
Stephanie Michelle Bohrer *
Tammy l. Busse
emily Ann Buttry
Nicholas Thomas Denich †****
Zachary egbert
April Dawn ellison **
Andrea Suzanne Folkers
Malissa Marie Fredrickson
lacey renee Fuzzell
libbi June Hall
Salina valleen Hall **
Amanda rose Hamenoo-Kpeda
Kaylee Marie Hansen
Catherine Jacinta Hughes *
Jamie rae Jensen
eric J. Jenson
Candace elizabeth Kreifels
Kimberly June larkins † 
Jill lincoln
Stephanie Ann loth
Christin r. Marshall
Katie Marie McCloud
Melissa Ann Miller
Nicholas Joseph Mittenfelner
leslie Jean Moore *
Alesa Jeanne Paulsen
Cortney Pratt
rebecca Ann Quinn
Sharon Kae ray †***
Meghann Melissa reller ****
Bonnie Jane rothell
Stephanie lynn russell
Abby e. Seamann
Jennifer Nicole Shook † 
Jennifer Michelle Silkett

Megan Marie Steimer
Jennifer lee Swank
Kari A. Taylor *
Amy Kristin Tholen
Brooke Cecelia veer
Angela rae vigneri † 
Marie Sue Whitney
Benjila rene Willoughby
Cassandra Kay Wilson † 
Jennifer Marie Wisnieski †**
Jessica Dawn Zoerb

Bachelor of Science in Medical 
Imaging
Megan lynn Brooks λ
Marla Kay graff λ
Karla Marie Holland λ****
Jennifer Sue Krysl λ*
Kelsey Marie roth λ****
Megan ranell roth λ

Master of Science in Health 
Care Administration
Jennifer r. Anderson
rose Mary Carroll
Pearl J. Ferguson
Donnie Paul goettel
russel Wayne Miller
Yomba Agnes von Seggern

Master of Science in Nursing
Jennifer F. Banfield
Stephanie Ann Bellcock † 
Mindy renae Bosanek † 
Christie lee Smith Bower † 
Dawn M. Bricker
veronica Castro Cardenas † 
Nicole Marie Deremer † 
Danielle Kathryn griffin
Julie M. Howard
Michelle Maile McCaslin
Jennifer Michelle Nelson
Stacey Anne Shinaut † 
regan renee Small
Angela Faye Smutny

Post-Master’s Certificate in 
Health Care Administration
Brooks Allen rump 

Post-Master’s Certificate in 
Nursing
emily A. Turner 

Academic Honors
Academic honors are conferred 
on Bachelor of Science 
and Associate of Science 
degree candidates who, 
upon graduation, distinguish 
themselves by maintaining a high 
cumulative grade point average. 
To qualify for academic honors, 
students must have completed 
the minimum number of required 
residency hours. 

Honors are distinguished by:

****   Summa Cum laude 
3.85 and above

***    Magna Cum laude 
3.75 through 3.84

**    Cum laude  
3.65 through 3.74

*    With Distinction
3.50 through 3.64

Honor societies at the College:

λ   Member of Delta Chapter 
lambda Nu National Honor 
Society for the radiologic 
and Imaging Sciences

†   Member of Omicron epsilon 
Chapter Sigma Theta Tau 
International Honor Society 
of Nursing

Please note: Honors designations 
were based upon most current 
information at press time. 
Clarkson College apologizes for 
any errors or omissions.

Ms. Clarkson College: Mandy Riedell
Originally from lake view, Iowa, riedell is 
a third-year BSN student who anticipates 
graduating in May 2012.

what have you enjoyed most about your 
clarkson college experience? Being involved 
in so many different activities has allowed me 
to make many great friends and has given 
me so many opportunities. I also enjoyed 
my Academic Travel Abroad trip to Italy last 
December. The trip broadened my horizons 
and opened my eyes to a whole new lifestyle 
and health care system.

who do you look up to? My mother. I know 
I can count on her for anything. When I was 
younger, she went to nursing school full-time, 
worked full-time and still managed to be an 
amazing mother to her five rambunctious 
children. She’s patient, caring and hard-
working.

what advice you would offer current 
students? Take time for you. It’s easy to get 
wrapped up in homework and studying. Be 
sure to take a little break and go to a movie or 
spend time with friends.

where do you see yourself after graduation? 
I hope to be working as an emergency or 
critical care nurse. eventually, I plan to go 
back to school and work towards a career as a 
family or geriatric nurse practitioner.

Mr. Clarkson College: Andrew Mattes
Hailing from Underwood, Iowa, Mattes is 
a first-year BSN student who is planning to 
graduate fall 2013.

what have you enjoyed most about your 
clarkson college experience? The small class 
size. You get really close with your classmates. 
everyone around campus is always so friendly. 

who do you look up to? My mom for going 
back to school and getting her degree to 
better her life and being able to better 
provide for her family.

what advice you would offer current 
students? Never take college lightly, but 
always remember these are supposed to be 
some of the best days of our lives. Before we 
know it, they will be over.

where do you see yourself after graduation? 
I would like to work on a pediatrics floor. I love 
working with kids. 

Get acquainted with royalty: 2010-11 Mr. & Ms. Clarkson College

from top, members of “the girls 
of hanson,” jennee smith, alyssa 
tuel & marcy heim, celebrate their 
third place win. chelsie palmer, 
jill hindmarsh & kristin feerhusen 
of “no boys allowed,” the lip sync 
contest winners of 2010. nursing 
students andrew mattes & mandy 
riedell were crowned 2010-11 mr. & 
ms. clarkson college.
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participate

Join us for the first Alumni Bowling 
Tournament at Scorz bowling alley in ralston 
on Saturday, Jan. 22, 2011 at 6 p.m. Teams of 
four will play two games and enjoy appetizers 
at a cost of $15 per person. 

To register your team or to learn more 
about the event, contact rita vanFleet at 
402.552.3516 or vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.
edu on or before Jan. 10.

It is not too late to purchase an alumni 
cookbook! Money raised by this project 
assists the association in supporting students, 
the College and alumni activities. The 
cookbook contains more than 250 recipes 
from alumni, faculty, staff and friends. 

To purchase your cookbook, send $18 via 
check or money order made out to “Alumni 
Association of Clarkson College” to Alumni 
Coordinator, Clarkson College, 101 South 42 
Street, Omaha, Neb. 68131. 

Alumni 
Cookbooks 
Available
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