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From April 29–May 11, 32 Clarkson College 
students, alumni and The Nebraska Medical 
Center staff joined President Dr. Louis 
Burgher and Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Stephen Smith on an intrepid exploration 
of Spain, a previously unknown territory 
for Academic Travel Abroad. Centering 
the 13-day trip on Madrid and Barcelona, 
the College community and their travel 
companions also toured Toledo, cultural city 
of Islam, Judaism and Christianity and home 
of Damascene art; and medieval Segovia, 
where they enjoyed a ceremoniously served 
suckling pig luncheon. As they dined, 
travelers enjoyed a unique and up-close 
view of the 1st century Roman aqueduct 
that functioned until 1964.

Madrid highlights included a day at the 
Prado Museum, tapas and sangria with the 

locals on Plaza Mayor, and a stop at Valley 
of the Fallen, an eerie tribute to those who 
fell in the Spanish Civil War of the 1930s. 
During their free day in the capital city, a few 
brave students even ventured to a bull-ring 
to witness the dangerous art of the matador.

The last half of the trip was spent in Spain’s 
cultural capital, Barcelona, home to 
architect Antoni Gaudi’s avant garde Casa 
Milá, Casa Batlló, Sagrada Familia, and Güell 
Park. Highlights included a tour of Spain’s 
oldest hospital, Hospital de la Santa Creu 
I Sant Pau, founded in 1401; and a day trip 
to Montserrat, a Benedictine monastery 
set in the mountains. The group arrived in 
time to enjoy the famous boys’ choir, which 
performs only 10 minutes a day.

Academic Travel Abroad: Spain
First-time Spanish excursion a blissful foreign experience
By Dr. Patricia Brennan, ATA Coordinator & General Education Instructor
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Again this year, the nominations for the Alumni Association Board 
members and officers were uncontested, and it was not necessary 
to send out a ballot. The by-laws permit the Board to accept 
uncontested nominations as the slate of officers for the coming year. 
The officers and members began their year of service on June 1.

Trish Weber, M.S., R.T.(R)(CT)
Trish received her Associate of Science degree in Radiologic 
Technology in 1995, her Bachelor of Science degree in Medical 
Imaging in 2008, and her Master of Science degree in Health Care 
Administration in 2011, all from Clarkson College. Trish is an instructor 
in the Radiologic Technology and Medical Imaging programs at 
Clarkson College.

Nickki Hardin, M.S., R.T.(R)(M) (CIIP)
Nickki received her Associate of Science degree in Radiologic 
Technology and Bachelor of Science degree in Medical Imaging from 
Clarkson College in 1995 and her Master of Science degree in Health 
Services Management in 1997. Nickki works for Children’s Hospital and 
Medical Center in Omaha, Neb. as the Manager of Radiology.

PRESIDENT

Carla Dirkschneider, M.S., RHIA
Carla is a 2007 Clarkson College graduate with her Master of Science 
degree in Health Care Business Leadership. She is the Director of the 
Health Care Business program at Clarkson College.

Kassie McKenny, M.S.N., R.N., CNE
Kassie received her Master of Science degree in Nursing from Clarkson 
College in 2007. She teaches basic skills and fast-track Nursing students 
at the College.

Ann Hagenau, M.S., R.T.(R)(M)
Ann received both her Associate of Science degree in Radiologic 
Technology and Bachelor of Science degree in Medical Imaging from 
Clarkson College in 1995. She then obtained her Master of Science 
degree in Health Services Management from the College in 1997.   
Ann is a Radiologic Technology and Medical Imaging faculty member  
at the College.

ASSOCIATION HIGHLIGHTSPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope everyone is 
having a safe and 
wonderful summer. 
The new Alumni 
Association Board 
officers and members 
took office in June, 
and you will see some 
familiar faces again 
this year. The 2012-13 

Board members are prepared and energized 
to start the new year. Once again, the Board 
is establishing some great events and 
moving forward with the Alumni Association 
iPad Academy. The Alumni Association 
will continue to give back to the College 
community, publish quarterly newsletters 
and organize special programs and events to 
bring alumni together. 

I have been privileged and honored to serve 
as the Alumni Association President for the 
past two years. I have met and worked with 
some amazing individuals throughout my 
term. I would like to take the opportunity to 
thank Rita VanFleet and the 2011-12 Alumni 
Association Board officers and members 
for their commitment and dedication to the 
Alumni Association. I have no doubt in my 
mind the new Board will continue to move 
the Alumni Association forward and achieve 
new goals. 

All the best,

Jena Dickinson, B.S. (’08)
Alumni Association President
PH 402 552 3632                                         
dickinsonjena@clarksoncollege.edu

Looking Ahead 
with the Alumni 
Association

You and your favorite travel companion are invited to immerse yourselves in the wonderful 
sights and sounds of Italy during a 12-day excursion April 28–May 9, 2013. 

For more information, contact Dr. Brennan at brennan@clarksoncollege.edu or 
402.552.6125.

INTERESTED IN A GETAWAY?

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD, SEATED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, JENA DICKINSON, JEANETTE KASSMEIER & RACHEL THOMPSON. 
STANDING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, SUE LEUTZINGER, ANN HAGENAU, CHERA TREMBLAY, NICKKI HARDIN & TRISH WEBER. 
NOT PICTURED: CARLA DIRKSCHNEIDER & KASSIE MCKENNY.

Meet Your 2012-13 Alumni Association Officers & Board

continued on page 5
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The last two days were free for travelers to 
plan their own adventures. Diverse activities 
included exploring the Mediterranean, local 
museums and plazas, and Montjüic, a hill 
that overlooks the city’s harbor. The trip was 
capped by a farewell dinner at El Rey Gamba 
near the beach, where the group enjoyed 

a mixed-grill feast of fresh seafood. The 
Alumni Association generously sponsored 
this event for the Nursing and Health Care 
Business students whose participation on 
the trip was the keystone of a core course.

From page 1
Academic Travel Abroad: Spain

Thursday, Sept. 20:   
Brunch, Annual Meeting & Convocation
The annual Alumni Brunch will be held at 
10 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 20 on campus 
in Howard Hall. All alumni are invited to 
attend with the classes of 1952, 1972, 1982, 
1987, 1992 and 2002 being the honorary 
anniversary classes. The annual meeting of 
the Alumni Association will follow the brunch 
at noon. 

In the afternoon, Ollie the Trolley will 
transport attendees from the College to 
Trinity Cathedral where Convocation will 
take place at 2:30 p.m.  

Friday, Sept. 21:    
Continuing education event & cruise 
A continuing education event, “Recognizing 
and Responding to Abuse,” is planned for 
Friday morning from 7:30 a.m. until noon on 
campus in Howard Hall. 

A fun-filled evening is planned for Friday 
night aboard the River City Star riverboat, 
reserved exclusively for alumni and friends. 
The theme of the cruise will be “Pirates of 
the Muddy Mo” with dinner and a pirate 
troupe entertaining the guests. The cruise 
will set sail at 7 p.m. and return at 10 p.m. 

September Alumni Weekend Events
Fill out the registration form on page 8 to reserve your spot

Each March, the Alumni Association office 
sends out a survey to those institutions that 
have employed a new Clarkson College 
graduate over the past year. This year, 38 
percent of the surveys were returned. The 
results of those surveys were extremely 
positive. The survey includes three sections 
of questions covering knowledge base, 
practice proficiency and behavioral skills.  

A Likert scale was utilized with score 
responses ranging from 1 to 5, with one 
being the lowest and 5 being the highest. 
All of the employer responses rated within 
the 4 and 5 range, with two responses rating 
neutral at a 3. The College program directors 
are given their program’s results, utilizing 
the survey responses to evaluate and make 
changes if needed.

Employer Survey Conducted
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On Saturday, June 2, the Alumni Association 
hosted its second annual Decorated Table 
Trivia event, and boy did the more than 50 
alumna and guests who attended have a blast 
letting their creativity shine. 

Table themes included Baby Shower, hosted 
by Nickki Hardin (’95, ’97); Wedding Day, 
hosted by Jen Anderson (’10); Shoes, hosted 
by Jena Dickinson (’08); Husker Football, 
hosted by Deb Tomek; Angry Birds, hosted by 
Carla Dirkschneider (’07); Prom Night, hosted 
by Trish Weber (’95, ’08, ’11); and Birds and 
Bees, hosted by Rita VanFleet (’67, ’94, ’06). 

Attendees received a ballot to judge the 
tables based on their creativity and execution. 
First place was awarded to the Baby Shower 
table. Table hostess Nickki Hardin won a free 
table (an $80 value) for next year's brunch 
event. The winning table featured receiving 
blankets for placemats, a diaper cake 
centerpiece and chair decorations consisting 
of onesies with Clarkson College program-
specific disciplines on them. 

After the brunch and table viewing, the 
attendees played seven rounds of trivia with 

topics that included famous people, U.S. 
presidents/USA, television theme songs, 
Disney, license plates, advertisements and 
table themes. Scoring 54 out of 56 points, 
the Shoes table took first place. Each team 
member won a gift certificate to their choice 
of one of five restaurants. Coming in second 
place just behind the Shoes table was the 
Birds and Bees table with 52 points.

With another successful Decorated Table 
Trivia event complete, guests were already 
planning their table themes for next year. The 
Alumni Association extends a special thanks 
to those who made this event such a success. 

Creativity Abounds During Second 
Decorated Table Trivia Event

1. What famous musician’s birth name is 
Reginald Kenneth Dwight?

2. Name the parents of the 101 
dalmatians.

3. The average American woman owns 
how many pairs of shoes?

TRIVIA TIME: TEST YOUR NOGGIN

A: 1. Sir Elton John  2. Pongo & Perdita  3. 19

From page 3
Meet Your 2012-13 Alumni 
Association Officers & Board 

Jeanette Kassmeier, R.N., B.S.N., ONC  
JJ has been a Case Manager for the Ortho/
Neuro specialty at The Nebraska Medical 
Center for 16 years. She is also a member 
of the Pain Resource Network (PRN), which 
provides support for pain management 
at The Nebraska Medical Center. She 
received her diploma from Clarkson School 
of Nursing in 1972 and her B.S.N. degree  
in 1986 from Clarkson College.

Sue Leutzinger, M.S.N., R.N.
Sue graduated from Clarkson College   
with her B.S.N. degree in 1989 and her 
M.S.N. degree in 2009. Sue is an Assistant 
Professor at Clarkson College, teaching 
basic skills at the freshman level and 
medical-surgical nursing at the sophomore 
level. She also teaches the nurse refresher 
clinical component.

Rachel Thompson, B.S.N., R.N.
Rachel graduated from Clarkson College 
in 2004 with her B.S.N. Rachel is the course 
coordinator for the Clarkson College B.S.N. 
degree program’s Health Assessment 
course. She will complete her Master’s 
degree in December 2012.

Chera Tremblay, P.T.A., B.S.
Chera graduated from Wayne State 
University with her Bachelor’s degree 
in 2004 and from Clarkson College 
with her Associate’s degree in Physical 
Therapist Assistant (PTA) in 2008. She is a 
faculty member and Assistant Academic 
Coordinator of Clinical Education for 
the Clarkson College PTA program. Her 
teaching assignments include Clinical 
Practicum II, III and IV and assisting PTA 
120 Therapeutic Modalities I, PTA 210 
Therapeutic Modalities II and PTA 115 
Therapeutic Exercise I.

DIRECTORS

ASSOCIATION HIGHLIGHTS

THE BIRDS & BEES TABLE WAS A FESTIVE 
DISPLAY OF SPRING AT ITS BEST.

THIS TABLE PAID A FESTIVE TRIBUTE TO 
THEIR FAVORITE ACCESSORIES—SHOES!

ONESIES, RECEIVING BLANKETS & A 
DIAPER CAKE CENTERPIECE DECORATED 
WITH TINY PACKAGES & TOYS COMPLETED 
THIS YEAR'S EVENT-WINNING BEST 
DECORATED TABLE, BABY SHOWER.

THE ANGRY BIRDS TABLE MADE A PLAYFUL 
REFERENCE TO CURRENT POP CULTURE. 

THE PROM TABLE WAS A FUN NOD TO 
HIGH SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS.

THE WEDDING DAY TABLE WAS DRESSED 
TO THE NINES FOR THEIR SPECIAL DAY.

FOOTBALL SEASON WAS IN FULL
SWING AT THE HUSKER FOOTBALL TABLE. 
BO PELINI EVEN MADE AN APPEARANCE!

The Alumni Association awarded a $2,500 
scholarship this spring to Amanda Hanlin, 
a third year Bachelor of Science degree in 
Nursing student from Pierce, Neb. Amanda 
is very active on campus, participating in 
Student Government Association, Campus 
Crusades for Christ, Student Nurse’s 
Association and Student Activities Council. 

She has been an Anatomy Lab assistant for 
one semester, a Student Ambassador for 
two years and has been on the Dean’s List for 
four semesters. Upon graduation, Amanda 
plans to work for a few years and then 
obtain either her Master’s degree in Nurse 
Midwifery or her Doctorate degree in Family 
Practice.

Alumni Scholarship Winner

First year Nursing student Tracey Voorhees 
completed 20 hours of volunteer work 
last semester at the Women’s Center for 
Advancement in Omaha, Neb. The Women’s 
Center for Advancement is a non-profit 
organization that helps women and men who 
are domestic abuse victims. 

The volunteer experience was extremely 
rewarding for Tracey. One of her goals 
was to help the Center become a more 
welcoming place for visitors. She thought 
offering guests a warm drink while in class, 

at their support groups or while they were 
waiting in the lobby would help visitors feel 
more welcome. Tracey contacted the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors and asked if 
they would consider providing a single-serve 
coffee machine or a hot water kettle for 
the Center. The Board supported Tracey’s 
request and provided the funds to purchase 
a single-serve coffee machine. Tracey and 
the Women’s Center for Advancement were 
very appreciative of the Alumni Association 
assisting the community in this manner.

Coffee Brewer Donation for 
Women’s Center

The Alumni Association Board sub-
committee once again reviewed the 
Capstone project abstracts. Using the 
established rubric, all submitted project 
abstracts were reviewed. First, second and 
third place certificates were given based on 
the rubric evaluation's cumulative score.

The Capstone experience allows each 
Master's program student to investigate a 
question of practical importance by utilizing 
the critical thinking skills, knowledge, 
strategies, theories and principles learned 
throughout the course of study. The final 
outcome of the Capstone experience 
includes completion of a scholarly, evidence-
based document that can be further revised 
for potential publication or an actual 
document that can be used by practitioners, 
educators, administrators or clients.  

The sub-committee determined the top 
three projects of the April 2012 graduates 
were as follows: First place, Leah Bruxvoort 
for her abstract Development of Postpartum 
Supplemental Discharge Teaching Materials: 
Enhancing Teaching & Retention. Second 
place, Hilda Newell for her abstract Does 
Resource Allocation Affect Follow-up Care 
Acceptance for Rape Patients?  Third place, 
Nelli Shchur for her abstract Development 
of a Ventilator-Associated Pneumonia 
Prevention Algorithm for the Clinician. 

The full list of April 2012 graduate Capstone 
abstracts is listed on page 9. If you are 
interested in reading the unpublished 
abstracts or would like to learn more, contact 
the author via e-mail.

Graduate Capstone Review by 
Alumni Association Board

continued on page 6
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Development of Postpartum Supplemental 
Discharge Teaching Materials: Enhancing 
Teaching & Retention by Leah Bruxvoort
rlbruxvoort@gmail.com 
Background  During the postpartum period, 
women spend two to three days in the 
hospital. This is an opportune time for nurses 
to teach mothers regarding self-care and 
newborn care. Unfortunately, it is difficult for 
mothers to retain all education information 
due to recovery, newborn needs and 
emotional changes.  

Purpose  To enhance teaching and retention, 
a supplemental education brochure was 
developed for new mothers at discharge and 
for the home visit. Research has shown that 
patients forget half of what they have been 
told within five minutes and may retain only 
20 percent of information provided to them. 
Retention can improve by 50 percent with 
sound supplemental education material.

Methodology  Information was obtained for 
a review of literature from CINAHL, Cochrane 
Database of Systematic Reviews, EBSCO, 
Medline, PubMed and Internet sources.  
The years searched were 2000 through 2012. 
The postpartum handout was designed from 
information discovered in the literature review 
for evidence to support content, credibility, 
collaboration, design and readability. 

Description  The teaching material is a 19 
page booklet, with colored photos and 
instructional diagrams for usual postpartum 
teaching foci. These foci included newborn 
care, feeding, vaginal/cesarean delivery 
recovery, sibling rivalry and postpartum 
depression. Additional web resources were 
included.

Recommendations for Use  The handout will 
be provided to postpartum patients utilizing 
a rural hospital obstetric unit to supplement 
postpartum discharge teaching and guide the 
45-60 minutes home visit. If these visits were 
more focused, it is possible to shorten, by 15 
minutes, each home visit. Using the nurse cost 
($5/15 minutes)/brochure cost ratio ($1.50), 
a savings of $1500/year, based on 350 home 
health visits, may be realized.

Recommendations for Future Research  
Future research includes studies to examine 
if there is a positive outcome to postpartum 

women in terms of retention and confidence 
as a parent when utilizing this material. 

Does Resource Allocation Affect Follow-
Up Care Acceptance for Rape Patients? 
by Hilda Newell
hildanewell@hotmail.com 
Background  Sexual assault (rape) is a 
traumatizing crime affecting women physically 
and emotionally. The number of sexual assault 
victims complying with the first follow-up 
appointment after the initial sexual assault 
examination is an estimated 30 percent 
(Boykins & Mynatt, 2007). This first follow-up 
appointment is an important assessment to 
evaluate the psychological and physical well-
being of the victim. 

Purpose  The purpose of this study was 
to determine if the sexual assault victim’s 
acceptance of a follow-up examination 
increased with the availability of resource 
allocation. 

Methodology  The study utilized a non-
probability, convenience sample of female 
patients, 13 years of age and older presenting 
to the Nebraska Methodist Hospital (NMH) 
emergency room with the complaint of a 
sexual assault occurring within the last 72 
hours. A flyer identifying the research study 
was included in the discharge packet for the 
sexual assault victim. Resources offered to 
the study participants were a free taxi ride (to 
and from the follow-up appointment) and a 
convenient appointment time. Data collection 
occurred from July through December 2011.

Data Collection  During the study time frame, 
the NMH Sexual Assault Response Team 
program examined 55 sexual assault victims. 
Of those victims, three participated in the 
research study. The principal investigator met 
the sexual assault victim at the Renaissance 
Clinic to collect the survey data before the 
follow-up examination.

Measurements Used  A survey, utilizing a 
five-point Likert scale, measured the resource 
allocations: a free cab ride and flexible 
appointment scheduling.

Conclusions  Sixty-six percent of the 
participants rated the free cab ride and 

flexible scheduling as highly important. The 
free follow-up appointment provided by NMH 
was rated highly important for 66 percent of 
the participants. Notably, none of the subjects 
were currently employed and 66 percent had 
been diagnosed with a mental illness.

Recommendations  This study was the first to 
utilize free resource allocation to determine 
a sexual assault victim’s acceptance of 
follow-up care after the initial sexual assault 
examination. Future research needs to 
address barriers impacting the sexual assault 
victim’s acceptance of follow-up care. 

Development of a Ventilator-Associated 
Pneumonia Prevention Algorithm for the 
Clinician by Nelli Shchur 
shchur78@sio.midco.net
Background  For the mechanically ventilated 
patient hospitalized in the intensive care 
unit (ICU), ventilator-associated pneumonia 
(VAP) is the leading cause of mortality due to 
nosocomial infections (Centers for Disease 
Control, [CDC], 2009). VAP prevention is 
paramount in the care of mechanically 
ventilated patients.  

Purpose  The purpose of this study was to 
review current evidence-based literature 
related to the diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention of VAP. A practical algorithm 
demonstrating a standard of care was 
developed for the bedside clinician caring for 
the mechanically ventilated patient.

Methodology  A literature search utilizing 
MEDLINE, CINAHL, EMBASE, PubMed, 
Up-to-Date, and the Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews was conducted for the 
development of the algorithm. Articles on 
the concept of interest were reviewed from 
January 1996 to November 2011. Intensive care 
nurses reviewed the algorithm for validation of 
its content. 

Description  A three page evidence-based 
algorithm was created. First, strategies for 
VAP prevention relational to intubation were 
identified to include assessment of reversible 
causes of respiratory failure, non-invasive 
ventilation, the process of ventilation, 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

continued on page 9

CONTINUING EDUCATION EVENT

From page 5
Graduate Capstone Review by Alumni Association Board

ADDITIONAL DETAILS

REGISTRATION

Continuing Education Event

Recognizing & Responding to Abuse

Contact Information 

Name           

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail

Phone

Nursing license number required for nursing contact hours   

       

Payment Options 
 Clarkson College paid Alumni Association member: $20
 Clarkson College student: $10
 Other health care provider: $40 

Checks or money orders should be made payable to “Alumni 
Association, Clarkson College.” 

Phone Registration 
To make a credit card payment, call 402.552.6148, 402.552.2311 or 
800.647.5500.

Mail Registration 
Send your completed registration form, along with payment, to  
Alumni Association, Clarkson College, 101 South 42 Street, Omaha, 
Neb. 68131.

EVENT DETAILS CONTINUING EDUCATION

EVENT AGENDA

Friday, Sept. 21 from 7:30 a.m. to noon in Howard Hall on the  
Clarkson College campus in Omaha, Neb.

Purpose 
To promote discussion and stimulate thought in regards to the health 
care provider recognizing and responding to abuse.

Target Audience 
Health care professionals.

Objectives 
The health care professional will be able to:
› Identify who needs to report abuse.
› Review the mandatory reporting process.
› Define specific types of abuse (child, intimate partner, adult).
› Describe signs of abuse.
› Review available victim assistance resources.

Questions 
Contact the Clarkson College Professional Development office 
at professionaldevelopment@clarksoncollege.edu, 402.552.6148, 
402.552.2311 or 800.647.5500.

Registration Deadline 
Event registration deadline is Friday, Sept. 7.

Parking & Event Location 
Howard Hall is located in the Student Center on the Clarkson College 
campus. Parking is available in any designated commuter student lot.

Attendance at the entire educational event is required for continuing 
education. Partial credit is not provided. CEU600.01CC.

Health Care Business & All Others 
3.75 education hours awarded. 

Nursing 
Clarkson College is an approved provider of continuing nursing 
education by the Nebraska Nurses Association, an accredited approver 
by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation. 

3.75 ANCC/NNA Nursing contact hours awarded NE09-12C9-10. 
Clarkson College is approved Iowa provider #345. 4.5 Iowa nursing 
contact hours.

Physical Therapy 
0.35 continuing education units corresponding to 3.50 contact hours 
approved by the NPTA. 

Radiologic Technology 
4.0 Category A credits approved by ASRT.7:30 a.m. Sign in and welcome

8 a.m. Mandatory Reporting
 Judi Dunn, R.N., M.S., CPP, Director of Professional 

Development at Clarkson College  

8:30 a.m. Child Abuse
 Suzanne Haney, M.D., FAAP, Medical Director,  

Children’s Advocacy Team & Project Harmony 

9:30 a.m. Intimate Partner Abuse
 Sue Michalski, M.S.N., R.N., President at Practical 

Applications, Inc.  

10:45 a.m. Elder Abuse
 Diane Hendricks, CMSW, LMHP, University of Nebraska 

Medical Center Division of Geriatrics 

11:45 a.m. Evaluations and wrap up
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strongly supported recommendations 
after intubation and recommendations 
for all ICU patients. Next, strategies for 
infection control, mechanical ventilation and 
modulation of colonization recommendations 
and considerations were identified. Lastly, 
pharmacological strategies, gastrointestinal 
tract strategies, positional strategies, blood 
glucose control strategies and deep vein 
thrombosis prophylaxis recommendations and 
considerations were identified.

Recommendations for Use  Research 
has identified modifiable risk factors for 
the development of VAP. The goal of the 
algorithm was to provide the bedside 
clinician’s with evidence-based strategies 
to reduce the incidence of VAP in the 
mechanically ventilated patient. These 
recommendations will be implemented 
within an intensive care unit at a mid-
western hospital, with reevaluation of patient 
outcomes in six months.

Recommendations for Future Research  
Further research on the evidence-based 
algorithm for the prevention of VAP may add 
to the body of knowledge on its efficacy for 
the prevention of VAP. 

Learn more 
For further information on any of the capstone 
projects, please contact the author via e-mail.

ALUMNI WEEKEND EVENTS

GRADUATE CAPSTONE PROJECTS   APRIL 2012 GRADUATES

Natalie Andreasen     
andreasen.natalie@clarksoncollege.edu  
Surviving Menopause: Three Population-
Specific Educational Tools to Address the 
Physical, Psychological & Quality of Life Issues, 
advisor Dr. Patricia Coyle-Rogers

Janiece Bohlke     
jmbohlke@gmail.com  
A CAM Relaxation Adult Wellness Group 
Manual for Mental Health Nursing Students, 
advisor Dr. Nina Wardell

Annika Carlson  
Descriptive Study Regarding Risk Assessment 
Scores of Patients Admitted with Suspected 
TIA, advisor Dr. Mae Timmons

Kent Garman  
Strategic Planning in a Large Midwestern 
Health System: Effectiveness, Barriers & 
Overcoming Those Barriers, advisor Dr. Pam 
Schwalb

Kirstin Gladson     
kgladson@bellevuemed.com  
Formal Physician Retention Program   
at The Nebraska Medical Center, advisor  
Dr. Pam Schwalb

Nicole Hartz     
NicoleNP3682@yahoo.com    
Decreasing Media Use in Preschool Children: 
Preventing Childhood Obesity, advisor Dr. 
Linda Jensen

Lacey Henderson     
henderson.lacey@clarksoncollege.edu  
Pressure Ulcer Prevention in Hospice Patients, 
advisor Dr. Nina Wardell

Lindsey Irlmeier     
lindseyedsen@yahoo.com  
Increasing Awareness of Vitamin D During 
Pregnancy: Teaching Guides for Health Care 
Providers & Patients, advisor Dr. Patricia Coyle-
Rogers 

Tracy Jasinski 
tracyjasinski@cox.net  
Radical Neck Dissection Patient Postoperative 
Teaching & Discharge Care Instructions, 
advisor Dr. Jane Langemeier

Christi Mastny     
mtindra@hotmail.com  
Hyperlipidemia & Statins: An Evidence-Based 
Algorithm to Guide Practice, advisor Dr. Jane 
Langemeier 

Celeste Montoya     
cmontoya1@cox.net  
Assessing Nurses’ Perceptions of Skills in End 
of Life Care, advisor Dr. Jane Langemeier

Colleen Mouw      
Human Papillomavirus Education: A New Era 
of Sexual Health, advisor Dr. Nina Wardell

Lindsay O'Neil      
oneil.lindsay@clarksoncollege.edu  
Decreasing the Risk of Depression in the 
Caregivers of Cancer Patients, advisor Dr. Nina 
Wardell

Mindy Peitz     
mindyrose81@hotmail.com  
Long Term Care Management for People 
Living with Parkinson’s Disease, advisor Dr. 
Linda Jensen

Anna Pike      
apike@nebraskamed.com  
Conflict Management Program: A Business 
Proposal, advisor Dr. Pam Schwalb

Jennifer Pudenz     
aeiomom@gmail.com  
Depression Among Perimenopausal Women 
Presenting with Somatic Complaints: A Pilot 
Study, advisor Dr. Linda Jensen

Theresa Rihanek   
Master of Science in Health Information 
Management Business Plan, advisor Dr. Pam 
Schwalb

Ninel Ruzhitsky     
ruzhitsky.ninel@clarksoncollege.edu  
Adjunct Therapies in Breast Cancer Patients 
with an Emphasis on Ginger & Ginseng, 
advisor Dr. Jane Langemeier

Scott Thompson     
cmontoya1@cox.net  
Health Care in India: From Two U.S. Patients’ 
Perspectives, advisor Dr. Pam Schwalb

Rachel Zeiger     
rzeiger@cccneb.edu  
Encouraging Mentorship Among LPN to RN 
Students, advisor Dr. Nina Wardell

From page 6
Graduate Capstone Review by Alumni Association Board

This year, the Alumni Weekend events will be held on Thursday, Sept. 20 and Friday, Sept. 21.   
The Alumni Association cordially invites you to attend this year’s activities.

Alumni Weekend: Event Registration Form

Thursday, Sept. 20

10 a.m.    Alumni Brunch
The anniversary classes of 1952, 1972, 1982, 1987, 1992 and 
2002 will be honored at the brunch held in Howard Hall. 
All alumni are invited to attend. Graduates from the 
honored classes are to submit information to be included  
in the memory books distributed at the event. See page   
2 for details. 

Noon    Annual Alumni Meeting

2:30 p.m.    Convocation
Held at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, transportation will be 
provided from Clarkson College beginning at 1:30 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 21

7:30 a.m.    Continuing education event, “Recognizing & Responding  
    to Abuse”

Look for full event details on page 7. 

7 p.m.    “Pirates of the Muddy Mo” Riverboat Cruise
Ahoy! Set sail with a band ‘o pirates and yer best mate 
aboard the River City Star Riverboat Cruise from 7 to 10 p.m.

Contact Information

Name           

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail

Program(s) completed

           

Class of

Payment Options

 Continuing Education Event: $20 for paid Alumni Association 
members and students; $40 for non-members.

 “Pirates of the Muddy Mo” Riverboat Cruise: 
          individual(s) will attend at a cost of $45 per person.

Checks or money orders should be made payable to “Alumni 
Association of Clarkson College.” 

Reservation Details

 Yes, I will attend the Alumni Brunch on Sept. 20. 
 Yes, I will attend the annual alumni meeting on Sept. 20.
 Yes, I will attend Convocation on Sept. 20.

 I will need complimentary transportation to and from 
Clarkson College to Trinity Episcopal Cathedral.

 Yes, I will attend the continuing education event “Recognizing 
& Responding to Abuse” on Sept. 21. Event details on page 8.
 Yes, I will attend the “Pirates of the Muddy Mo” Riverboat 
Cruise on Sept. 21.

           individual(s) will attend at a cost of $45 per person.

Parking 

Event parking, maps and detailed information will be sent to you 
approximately one month prior to the event.

RSVP by Monday, Aug. 6

Clarkson College Alumni Association, attn: Alumni Coordinator
101 South 42 Street, Omaha, Neb. 68131

Event Details

Additional event descriptions can be viewed on page 2.

Questions

Contact Rita VanFleet at vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu, 
402.552.3516 or 800.647.5500.

EVENT DETAILS

REGISTRATION

ADDITIONAL DETAILS
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experiences, we found we needed a “home 
base.” We purchased a home in Tucson, Ariz., 
which is part of a very active resort community. 
To escape the summer heat in Tucson, we also 
purchased a park model on Lake Chatauqua in 
western New York for the summer months. We 
are enjoying retirement and the new hobbies/
interests that we have both acquired! Any 
classmates that would like a place to vacation 
are welcome to come see us!”

Susan Stephens Burgher (’70)
Looking forward to September’s “Golden 
Oldies” trip. We are meeting in Chicago, Ill. 
for a long-awaited weekend. You know who 
you are!

Nikie Herrera ('70)
Enjoyed classes at Clarkson College and 
going to 40-year class reunion. Nursing 
is a very rewarding profession. Have four 
grandchildren, two in Denver, Colo. and two  
in Omaha, Neb.

Jeanette Jackson Kassmeier ('72, '86) 
I cannot believe it has been 40 years since we 
graduated with our diploma/RN. So much 
has changed in the medical field and nursing. 
Technology! The constant is our Clarkson 
compassion, caring and advocacy instilled in 
us through our nursing education.

I have been at Clarkson/The Nebraska 
Medical Center the whole 40 years as a staff 
nurse, Assistant head nurse, charge nurse, 
head nurse, manager and currently as a Case 
Manager. Since graduation, I went back to 
school and received my BSN in 1986 and my 
Orthopedic Nurse Certification in 2007.

I married Dale in 1983, and we have two 
daughters, Michele, 25, and Megan, 22. 
Michele graduated from the University 
of Nebraska at Lincoln and is currently in 
the Master’s program at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center for Public Health 
(graduates in December 2012). Megan 
graduated from North West Missouri State in 
April 2012 with a degree in Psychology.

Mary Kay Wheeler Jordan ('74)
I manage the two Methodist Physicians Clinics 
in Council Bluffs, Iowa. We have 21 physicians, 
six specialties and continue to grow. I have 

two wonderful grandchildren, age 4 and 2, 
who keep me busy, but I love it.

Debra Kozeny ('77)
I am currently serving as a member of the 
Nebraska Action Coalition Practice Team 
working on removing barriers to NP practice.

Susan Grady Bristol ('78)
After working for Children’s Physicians for 11 
years, I decided to leave last October and 
concentrate on my freelance writing. I knew it 
would take time to build up my business, but 
I felt I was ready. I have several writer friends 
who gave me good tips and moral support.

Just about the time that my husband was 
becoming concerned about losing my 
steady income, I received a call from a former 
colleague from my NICU days at the Medical 
Center. She asked if I would come work for her 
at Methodist Women’s Hospital in the NICU. I 
told her I had been away too long and was no 
longer qualified. She assured me I would be 
fine. I work as a “casual” (minimum two shifts 
a month), so I am now working in NICU again. 
I have come “full circle,” as I started in NICU 
after graduating from Clarkson.

It is the best of both worlds. I have plenty of 
time to write, yet I have a steady paycheck so 
the pressure to sell my articles isn’t as urgent. 
The day I interviewed for the NICU position, 
another nurse from my past called me and 
asked if I would write a grant for her. I had 
never written a grant, but she was confident 
I could do it (I don’t know why these people 
showed such faith in my abilities!). So, I 
wrote my first grant and turned it in to her in 
December!

I love being back with the babies. I received 
an extensive orientation, and my friend was 
right—it came back to me. The technology 
is better than in the 1980’s, and the gentler 
care is an improvement as well. It is interesting 
to compare past and present practices. It is 
amazing to me that there are fewer babies 
on ventilators, and those who are don’t stay 
intubated very long. Babies we couldn’t save 
in 1980’s would do fine in 2012.

Nursing has been very good to me. I have 
always worked as a staff nurse because, to 
me, bedside nursing is “where it’s at.” I have 
worked in NICU, flight nurse, maternal-child, 
GYN, internal medicine office, telephone 

triage, pediatric office and family practice. I 
have worked all shifts. Nursing has provided 
wonderful flexibility throughout the years. 
I was able to adjust my work when I had 
children and at various other stages of life. 
The camaraderie of my fellow nurses has been 
there through thick and thin. I am so grateful 
for all the opportunities I’ve had.

Kathleen Shiley Ball ('92)
After being widowed, I recently remarried. My 
new last name is now Ball. Dan and his late 
wife had been friends of ours—mine and late 
hubby—for over 37 years. After he lost his wife 
we began to talk; first to support each other, 
later closeness developed.  We enjoy all our 
kids and grandkids together and never take 
any day for granted.

Sarah Lappe Sobotka ('97)
I have changed my Master’s course to obtain 
my Nurse Practitioner in Women’s Health. 
This area is my first love, and I am very excited 
to be on this journey! I also will be switching 
my instructor roll at Clarkson College from 
Medical-Surgical to Women’s Health for fall 
2012. I can’t wait to be back with the families 
and babies.

Mathew E. Beeman ('07)
We will be expecting our third boy in July.  
I was selected for a flight nurse assignment 
and had to make a decision between 
accepting the assignment or accepting a slot 
in Creighton’s Medical School. With the third 
baby on the way, I chose to continue to serve 
as a RN. I’m looking forward to my first flying 
assignment!

Honorary Alumna
Dorothy Patach writes, “I am 88. Retired from 
profession in 1989. Became and still am a 
community activist.”

CLASS NOTES

Class notes are published in the January/
February and July/August editions of the 
Alumni Times. We are always happy to hear 
from alumni and want to share the information 
with others. If you have a story or information 
that you would like to share in this section, 
please let us know. Information can pertain 
to achievements, awards, marriages, births, 
deaths, travel and other significant news.

When sending information, please include 
maiden name, if applicable, program and 
year(s) of graduation. E-mail your information 
to vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu, call 
402.552.3516 or write to Alumni Coordinator, 
Clarkson College, 101 South 42 Street, 
Omaha, Neb. 68131.

Opal Havens Cooper (’44) 
I have been retired since 2000 when my 
husband became ill. Since December 2000, 
I have been a widow. I have a daughter and 
two grandchildren who live here, also. We 
celebrate birthdays and holidays together.  
I go to “Body Recall,” an exercise group, three 
times a week. I am a quilt maker, working on 18 
queen-size quilts for my great-grandchildren.  
I will keep them until they graduate, if I live 
long enough. If not, my daughters know who 
they go to. My boys and families live in Iowa. 
My girls are twins—one lives in Rochester, 
N.Y., and her husband is an M.D. Their 
children live in Washington D.C. and Buffalo, 
N.Y. I am still driving but only locally. Attend 
church each Sunday and do my own grocery 
shopping. Don’t know how much longer I can 
do these things, glad to have children close.

Ruth (Pam) Pamella Webb McEwan (’48) 
I retired from nursing in 1988 due to back 
problems. Married to a military man in the 
Air Force, we moved frequently as his base 
assignments changed. We had six children, 
and I worked on an on-call basis so I would 
be able to stay home if children needed me. 
I worked in California, New York, Hawaii, 
Delaware and New Jersey. In the 1970’s, I had 
bilateral mastectomies four years apart for 
cancer. In 2001, we lost our oldest to breast 
cancer; 18 months later, we lost our youngest 
(a son) to an auto accident. When I retired, we 
moved to Florida where we lived for 18 years; 
in 2006, we moved to Alabama. We have a

daughter and her family in Georgia and our 
older son lives in Georgia. We have a daughter 
and grandchildren in New Jersey and a 
daughter and grandchildren in Ohio. We are 
expecting a second great-grandchild any day 
now. In 2007, I had back surgery; three days 
later, my husband had a heart attack. Since 
then, he has had two stents, most recently 
this October. He had a stroke in 2009. We are 
celebrating his 90th birthday this weekend. 
This past October, we celebrated our 60th 
anniversary. Though my husband has not 
fully recovered from his stroke, he made a 
remarkable recovery and does well and is 
happily ready to celebrate 90 years.

Jacqueline Boldra Richards (’52) 
Our five children planned a family celebration 
for our 60th wedding anniversary Aug. 25, 
2011. We were married secretly in 1951 before 
I graduated in 1952. My husband was drafted 
into the military service, so it was easy to keep 
it a secret, as he was away at military camp.

Carla Hughes Sowards (’53)
I remain a Texas resident and busy with family 
and church activities—plus two rescued boxer 
dogs we adopted last summer. My health 
remains good, and I hope to attend one more 
reunion of the class of 1953. I’m not sure I can 
find my way around Omaha anymore—it’s 
been so long since I have been there. I have 
many good memories of my time there with 
classmates and never regretted that I chose  
a nursing career.

Roberta Jean Austine Scott (’53) 
I would love to hear from my 1953 classmates. 
I am always proud to have graduated from 
Clarkson—just the best.

Darlene Hannaford Sjogren (’53) 
To keep busy after completely retiring, I 
volunteer at church and senior groups in the 
area. My two granddaughters are not too far, 
and I’m able to spend time with them. Norma 
Thompson, another 1953 graduate, lives in 
Grand Prairie, Texas, and I get together for 
lunch when we can. 

Dorothy Myers Zeplin (’55)  
Love to garden and read. Enjoyed bicycling 
with my husband, Lowell, in Acadia Park, 
Maine on the beautiful Carriage Trails last fall.

Barbara Lynch Young (’55)  
Enjoying retirement—married 57 years—two 
children, two grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren. Life is good.

Irene Gustafson Studenberg (’55)
I enjoyed my years at Clarkson as a student, 
which was a good start for my working career 
until I retired in 2003. Jobs were always 
available in various areas of nursing.   
My nursing education was beneficial to my 
family and friends.

Karen Sargent Dorf (’64) 
Just wanted my classmates of 1964 to 
know that on Dec. 27, 2011, I was rushed 
to the hospital in the middle of the night 
and diagnosed with kidney failure and liver 
involvement. I now do dialysis three days a 
week (about a four hour time) in Lincoln, Neb. 
When a chair opens in Beatrice, I’m #1 on the 
list. Traveling is possible with made-ahead 
arrangements, but it takes a big chunk out of 
each day. It seems dialysis is pretty prominent 
these days. I’m not considering transplant at 
this time, but time will tell. Best wishes and 
good health to all.

Marcia Fitzgerald Weeks ('65)
Just changed my status to part time—I am 
overwhelmed with all the extra time.   
My husband calls me Roger Rabbit trying  
to catch up on all those projects.

Ronda Lindstrom Simpson ('67)
April 2011 I retired! Some days I miss the 
excitement and satisfaction of acute care. 
Retirement, however, is so much pleasure 
and freedom. We spend five to six months  
of the year at our Rush Lake, Minn. home.  
I garden there and enjoy entertaining family 
and friends. Hospice volunteering is fulfilling 
my itch to be useful. Grandchildren and many 
other hobbies fill the days with lots of fun.

Tish Bunker Naprstek ('68)
Two children—both married and two 
grandsons so far.

Lynnea Lee Wheeler ('68)
I retired in 2009, and my husband and I 
proceeded to sell our home, buy an RV 
and travel the country for two years. While 
we truly enjoyed our travels and invaluable 
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continued on page 14
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Second Celebration of Writing &   
the Creative Arts Event a Success
By Katie Kirkpatrick, English Instructor & Writing Coordinator

NEW OMICRON EPSILON INDUCTEES 
PAUSE FOR A PHOTO IN THE COLLEGE 
COURTYARD AFTER THE CEREMONY.

RECIPIENTS DR. 
JANE LANGEMEIER 
& TERRY HACK 
AFTER RECEIVING 
THEIR AWARDS.MARGIE HARRIS & 

EMILY GREENER'S 
PHOTOGRAPHS, 
TOP & BOTTOM 
LEFT, ON DISPLAY 
WITH OTHER EVENT 
PARTICIPANTS.

EVENTS:

Thursday, Sept. 20 – Alumni Brunch 
at 10 a.m. and annual alumni meeting 
from noon to 1 p.m. Convocation at 
Trinity Cathedral at 2:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 21 – “Recognizing & 
Responding to Abuse” continuing 
education event from 7:30 a.m. to 
noon. “Pirates of the Muddy Mo” 
riverboat cruise from 7 to 10 p.m.

To register for September’s annual 
Alumni Weekend events, see page 8.

One hundred and forty full- and part-time 
employees currently occupy the Clarkson 
College campus, but only two of that 140 
were recognized at the annual May awards 
luncheon for their exceptional work ethic and 
unwavering loyalty to the College Mission. 

Terry Hack, Educational Resources 
Coordinator, and Dr. Jane Langemeier,  
BSN faculty member, were selected as 
the 2011-12 recipients of the Distinguished 
Service Award and Dr. Patricia Book Perry 
Faculty of the Year Award.

Faculty of the Year Award
Selection of the Faculty of the Year award 
recipient is one of the highest honors 
Clarkson College bestows upon a faculty 
member to recognize his/her unique and 
significant contributions to student academic 
success. The award honors Dr. Patricia 
Perry, alumna and former Clarkson College 
President, and her commitment to high 
quality education. 

The following was written about Jane in her 
nomination forms: 

She has been a mentor and inspiration to 
me and others.

Incredibly hard working and has high 
expectations for her students and the 
integrity to hold herself to an even higher 
standard.

Utilizes every assignment and learning 
opportunity to continually challenge and 
nurture each student.

Continuously gives individualized 
feedback—no matter the number of 
students—and provides insightful, thought-
provoking comments, meeting hours with a 
student online or in person.

Distinguished Service Award
The success of College in fulfilling its Mission 
depends upon the unique and outstanding 
contributions of all employees. For this 
reason, the Distinguished Service award was 
established to recognize a staff member 
who exhibits leadership and demonstrates 
exceptional service to the College.

The following was written about Terry in his 
nomination forms: 

Never misses a deadline and is committed 
to the success of the College.

Accountable and operates with the highest 
integrity.

Goes above and beyond duties to make 
sure the community and department needs 
are met.

Easy to work with, always professional 
and has a quiet friendliness that is always 
appreciated.

Congratulations
Terry has provided more than 12 years of 
service, and Jane will celebrate her four year 
anniversary in July. The Clarkson College 
community extends a sincere thank you and 
congratulations to the award recipients for 
their continual service and dedication to the 
College Mission and Values.

Faculty of the Year & Distinguished 
Service Award Recipients Honored
By Mikaela Knipe, Marketing Specialist 

Over the past several months, Physical 
Therapist Assistant (PTA) students and 
faculty put their talents to good use by 
participating in several voluntary activities 
throughout Omaha. Their involvement 
allowed them to support and educate the 
community in ways both fun and influential.

Community Safety and Wellness Festival
Forty-five first-semester PTA students 
assisted in activities that educated children 
on fire safety in their homes, teaching them 
to “stop, drop and roll.” They also discussed 
seatbelt safety and helped the children 
color and design T-shirts that advocated the 
importance of buckling up.

Nathan Hale Middle School
Ten senior PTA students provided four 
sessions of health and wellness lectures 
as part of the Nathan Hale Middle School 
“Fuel Up and Play 60” program. The 
program was designed to teach kids the 
importance of being active and maintaining 
good general nutrition. They were given 
whole grain and dairy snacks, information 
on the do’s and don’ts of vending machine 
eating, the importance of eating a healthy 
breakfast, and examples of cardiovascular, 
yoga and strength-training exercises.

Lakeside Village
Ten PTA students provided service to 
30 residents at Lakeside Village on fall 
prevention. The students took each resident 
through a balance assessment, gave one 
on one education on how to decrease their 
risk of falling and provided a handout on fall 
prevention.

Explorer Post
Eight Clarkson College senior PTA 
students educated high school students 
in the area about the field of physical 
therapy and the essential job functions 
of a physical therapist assistant. They 
explained, demonstrated and gave the 
high school students the opportunity 
to perform goniometry measurements, 
strength exercises, balance and postural 
assessments and electrical stimulation.

PTA Students 
Give Back 

COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT

The second annual Celebration of Writing and the Creative Arts at Clarkson College was a 
wonderful success. The event is a true showcase of the many diverse creative talents at the 
College. This year, the Celebration included both student and employee categories. The 
turnout for both categories was excellent with 24 student entries and 12 employee entries, 
including poetry, prose, painting, photography, sketches, and charcoal and mixed media 
pieces.

All submissions were anonymously displayed in the Center for Teaching Excellence, where 
employee and student judges scored the items according to originality, artistry, beauty, power, 
message and interest, evocation of emotion, and polish. After judging, all items were on 
display in the Success Center, so the entire College could enjoy them.

The Clarkson College Alumni Association graciously donated educational grants for students’ 
first, second and third prizes. Students can use these grants toward educational expenses, 
such as tuition and books. The Clarkson College Human Resources Department generously 
donated gift cards for employees’ first, second and third prizes.

Student Winners
Emily Greener won first place ($200 educational grant) for her photograph, “Once Upon a 
Fairytale.” Sarah Hansen won second place ($100 educational grant) for her mixed media piece, 
“Summer Love.” In addition, Dylan Gaughan won third place ($50 educational grant) for his 
poem, “Day of Birth.”

Employee Winners
Margie Harris won first place ($50 VISA gift card) for her photograph, “Ocean Sunset.” Sharon 
Mantz won second place ($25 Kohl’s gift card) for her photograph, “Reflections in Brass.” 
Finally, Nancy McMahon won third place ($15 iTunes gift card) for her quilt, “Scrappy Stars.”

Thank You 
This event would not be possible without the support and generosity of the Alumni 
Association, Human Resources, the Center for Teaching Excellence, the Success Center and 
everyone who lent their time and assistance. 

The Clarkson College Omicron Epsilon 
chapter of Sigma Theta Tau International 
Honor Society of Nursing inducted an 
unprecedented 68 students into its chapter 
on April 21.

Guests included, nearly 200 people attended 
the ceremony. The featured speaker was 
Cyndi McCullough, M.S.N., Vice President 
and Senior Healthcare Consultant at 
HDR Architecture, Inc. The title for her 
presentation was “Health Care of the Future: 
The Role of Nurse Leaders."

Omicron Epsilon 
Spring Induction 
Ceremony
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Class Notes

Academic Excellence Awards
Presented to the graduate in 
each program with the highest 
grade point average.

Shannon Rochelle Holt
Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business

Abigail V. Williams
Bachelor of Science in Medical 
Imaging

Jane Elizabeth Dougherty
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Briana Marie Morriss
Master in Health Care 
Administration

Celeste M. Montoya
Master of Science in Nursing

Certificate in Imaging 
Informatics 
Cherie Yvonne Saurini 
Abigail V. Williams **** 

Certificate in Picture Archiving 
& Communication System 
(PACS) 
Stacey Darlene Ernesti ****
Julianne Elena Grable **** 

Associate of Science in Health 
Information Management 
Maria Teresa Rodriguez

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Health 
Information Management 
Amber Reneé Cole *

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Imaging 
Informatics 
Charlie Sue Close **

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Management 
Shannon Rochelle Holt ****
Jessica Lynn Nielsen

Bachelor of Science in Medical 
Imaging 
Stacey Darlene Ernesti ****
Julianne Elena Grable ****
Kyle Blake Ibarra

Abigail V. Williams ****
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Juanita Daisy Alvarez-Hall †
Amanda Marie Beerbohm
Emily Kay Bergman
Michael Patrick Bragg
Katy Brewster
Keely Ann Buck
Cortney Ann Christiansen
Hilary Anne Cotton
Nicholas Jon Delaney †***
Benjamin Tucker Denich
Brittney Breanna Dick
Jane Elizabeth Dougherty ****
Jaclyn Ecabert †***
Jennifer J. Edgell-Purdy
Sean Michael Ellis
Timothy James Faulkenberry ***
Brianne Elizabeth Forsberg
Jessica Lynn Franklin
Dylan Martin Gaughan
Karen Irene Godin †
Tanya Larae Hagerbaumer †
Lori Michelle Haney †*
Sara Christine Hansen *
Hillary Ann Hendricks **
Jennifer Rebecca Imes
Brittany Ann Jones
Fallon Nicholle Kinkead
Shawn Ann Kirby †
DeAnna Lynn Koch
Jessica Ann Kosak 
Brittany Leann Kramer †
Lyndsie Ann LaFleur
Melanie Rose Leise
Lyndee Kay LeRette
Laura Kathleen Livingston *
Brianne Lindsey McMeen †
Taelyr Jordan Miller
Lydia Joyce Moseman †
Eunice Wambui Njue
Randee E. Otte
Alicia Lynn Parker
Jena Pedersen
Alyssa Bethany Perrigo †**
Ryan Michael Polich
Maria R. Purviance
Mercedes N. Randolph
Logan Lynn Rath
Mandy Riedell ****
Lauren Kathryn Rupiper
Amanda Elizabeth Soulliere †***
Allison Stewart *
Shantel Denice Straughn

Sara Marie Sweet
Nathan Lee Van Winkle †***
Sally Jo Vetro †*
Sherita A. White
Tiffany Anne Wilson ***
Collin David Yoachim †
Greta Lynn Zoesch †****

Master in Health Care 
Administration
Luzilda De Oliveira
Kevin Neil Dornan
Kent Michael Garman
Kirstin T. Gladson
Joshua Christian Lamb
Briana Marie Morriss 
Anna Elizabeth Pike
Theresa Anne Rihanek
Kimberly Michele Schmidt
Scott A. Thompson

Master of Science in Nursing
Natalie Rae Andreasen
Rebecca A. Blair
Janiece Marie Bohlke †
Leah Jo Bruxvoort
Annika L. Carlson
Kimberly A. Francois †
Nicole Cherie Hartz
Lacey Jean Henderson
Lindsey R. Irlmeier 
Tracy Jean Jasinski
Celeste M. Montoya
Colleen Kay Mouw
Hilda Newell
Lindsay Nicole O’Neil †
Mindy R. Peitz
Jennifer Leigh Pudenz †
Rachel Thérèse Zeiger

Post-Master's Certificate  
in Nursing
Anne K. Nugent
Patricia Maria O’Donnell
Tina Darsha Spencer

RECENT GRADUATES

April 2012 Clarkson College Graduates

Academic Honors
Academic honors are conferred 
on Bachelor of Science 
and Associate of Science 
degree candidates who, 
upon graduation, distinguish 
themselves by maintaining a 
high cumulative grade point 
average. To qualify for academic 
honors, students must have 
completed the minimum number 
of required residency hours. 

Honors are distinguished by:

****   Summa Cum Laude 
3.85 and above

***    Magna Cum Laude 
3.75 through 3.84

**    Cum Laude  
3.65 through 3.74

*    With Distinction
3.50 through 3.64

Honor societies at the College:

λ   Member of Delta Chapter 
Lambda Nu National Honor 
Society for the Radiologic 
and Imaging Sciences

†   Member of Omicron Epsilon 
Chapter Sigma Theta Tau 
International Honor Society 
of Nursing

Please note: Honors designations 
were based upon most current 
information at press time. 
Clarkson College apologizes for 
any errors or omissions.

COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT

Class of 1941
Velma Heitz Sommerville died in November 
2010.

Class of 1946
Pauline Hornbussel Knott died April 30, 2012 
from complications of Alzheimer’s disease.

Norene Jones Alexander of Hawaii died on 
May 11, 2012 after a fall.

Class of 1949
Bette Ann Kallik Vincent died on Feb. 12, 
2012.

Class of 1951
Norine Rippey Kott died unexpectedly on 
April 1, 2012.

Class of 1954
Phyllis Gunn Petersen died on Feb. 2, 2012 in 
Syracuse, Neb. after battling a lengthy illness.

IN MEMORIUM

On April 23 and 24, the Alumni Association 
hosted study halls during finals week for 
Clarkson College students. Snacks and 
a quiet place to study were provided in 
Howard Hall on Monday and in classroom 
203 on Tuesday. 

Monday’s study hall agenda included 
special guest visitors from Domesti-Pups, 
a local volunteer-based organization that 
uses therapy animals to improve the quality 
of life for others. Two therapy dogs—
Brody, a poodle/lab mix, and Bondo, an 
Australian cattle dog and border collie 
mix—and their handlers, Kathy and Kelly, 
visited the College. Brody and Bondo were 
very eager to interact with the students 
and help them relax before their finals.

Therapy Dogs 
Join the Alumni–
Hosted Student 
Study Halls

ABOVE, BRODY WORKS TO EASE THE 
STRESS OF STUDENTS DURING FINALS 
WEEK. BONDO TAKES A WELL-DESERVED 
BREAK & RELAXES IN BETWEEN 
STUDENT VISITORS.

HEY, CLASS OF '72 & '87: READY FOR FOR ALUMNI WEEKEND?

From Jeanette Jackson Kassmeier   
(‘72, ‘86)
Yes! It has been 40 years! Can you believe it? 
Let’s celebrate with a class reunion! Please join 
the Alumni Association and the class of 1972 in 
the festivities this Sept. 20–21, and share all of 
those wonderful memories that shaped us into 
that “Clarkson Nurse” we have been living.

We can enjoy the fun activities planned, make 
new memories, renew old friendships, catch 
up with what accomplishments we have made 
and discuss how our families have grown. 
Bring pictures, memorabilia, and share your 
stories. Hope to see you on Sept. 20 and 21.

From Susan DeVries Stinson (‘87)
Hi, class of 1987! WOW! Twenty-five years 
have passed rather quickly. Let’s all meet in 
Omaha in September and have some fun. I 
will bring photos, yearbooks and some great 
stories. Hope to see everyone! 

If anyone is interested in lunch on Saturday, 
Sept. 22, please let me know, and I will work 
with the College to arrange something. Just 
e-mail me at skstinson420@msn.com.

Meet up with your classmates this September! 
Just fill out the event form on page 8, and we 
will see you soon!

On May 17, the Alumni Association iPad 
Academy kicked off its first session. The 
iPad Academy has been a work in progress 
since January and has finally come to fruition. 
Twenty College employees met to complete 
the first of four required training sessions. 

The Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE) at 
Clarkson College has been working alongside 
the iPad Academy planning committee and 
is facilitating the four sessions. Each session, 
Academy attendees receive an iBook created 
by the CTE to facilitate learning the iPad's 

functionality. Each participant will begin 
working on a plan to fully integrate the device 
into their work process over the next year. 

The iPad Academy planning committee 
members—Mark White, Rachel Thompson, 
Jena Dickinson, Kassie McKenny, Ann 
Hagenau and Carla Dirkschneider—have 
been working very hard and are excited to 
see the Academy coming together. Watch for 
more updates in the Alumni Times as the iPad 
Academy progresses.

Update: iPad Academy at the College
By Rachel Thompson, Undergraduate Nursing Instructor
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GET COOKING:
LOOKING FOR NEW RECIPES?

Tired of bringing the same recipes to 
summertime functions? Save yourself 
some time by investing in an alumni 
cookbook, and have more than 250 
recipes at your fingertips. For $18, you’ll 
have peace of mind while you support the 
Alumni Association, current students and 
Clarkson College.

To purchase your cookbook, send check 
or money order made out to “Alumni 
Association of Clarkson College” to 
Alumni Coordinator, Clarkson College, 
101 South 42 Street, Omaha, Neb. 68131.

Each year during the Spring Garden Walk, 
fingers are crossed that the forecast calls for 
clear blue skies and mild temperatures—
Mother Nature did not disappoint this year.

Beneath the sunlight and amongst the 
blooming flowers, College employees lined 
the brick pathway to celebrate the now six-
year-long preservation of the Clarkson Service 
League Heritage Garden and its growing 
number of dedicated bricks and boulders.

Dr. Marlin Stahl, Clarkson College Board 
of Directors President, welcomed those in 
attendance and introduced the Very Reverend 
Dean Thomas Hurley of Trinity Episcopal 
Church to the podium for an opening 
invocation.

Dr. Burgher thanked the members of the 
Board who were able to attend before 
welcoming former Clarkson Service League 
President Erin Murnan to the podium. She 
shared with the audience the amount of 
energy and dedication the Clarkson Service 
League has contributed to the Omaha area 
since its establishment in 1946. Aside from 

the organization's contribution of the Garden 
in 2006, just last year the Clarkson Service 
League helped fund the renovation of the 
Clarkson College library. “We know the library 
will impact many students for years to come,” 
said Murnan. “We are honored with the 
alliance and were so thrilled to be able to help 
with this project.”

Clarkson College Alumni Association 
President Jena Dickinson thanked Murnan 
and the Clarkson Service League members for 
providing a space on campus that students, 
faculty and staff have truly come to value. 
"This Garden has truly become a vital part of 
our campus and community,” commented 
Dickinson. “Each brick or boulder purchased 
and placed in the Garden contributes to the 
Alumni scholarship given each year to help 
students further their education.” 

After some closing remarks made by Dr. 
Burgher, those in attendance walked around 
the Garden to observe the newly dedicated 
bricks and then were welcomed to tea and 
cookies in the Student Center.

Spring Garden Walk Event Recap
By Mikaela Knipe, Marketing Specialist 

AT TOP, BRICKS DEDICATED TO THE 
MEMORY OF ANNA MAY PAYNE 
DOBROVOLNY ('49) & CYNTHIA GREVE ('83) 
WERE HONORED AT THE SPRING GARDEN 
WALK. ABOVE, THE PLAQUE & BOULDER 
WELCOMING GARDEN VISITORS TO THE 
ANNUAL EVENT.


